
The Baptism of Christ 

My dear Friends, 

It was only a short while ago in these pages I wrote to you in Advent as we read and thought about the ministry of John the 
Baptist. He was preparing the way for the Messiah to come, calling the people to repentance and renewal of life. In our world 
and time we were getting ready for Christmas with all its excitement and joy, even if it was still in the shadow of the ongoing 
pandemic. I do hope that you enjoyed something of that time with family, friends or loved ones even if it was curtailed or 
‘virtual’ thanks to the benefit of modern communications.  

Now in our reading this Sunday from St Luke’s Gospel Chapter 3, v15-17, 21,22, we encounter what followed John’s 
proclamation. John told the people he was not the Messiah but the one who would follow him was to be the Saviour, the 
thong of his sandals he was unworthy to untie. In those times and even today in the Middle East dealing with footwear and 
feet was the lowliest of tasks. Men are today discouraged from sitting with one leg crossed over the other as it exposes the 
sole of their shoe which is regarded as insulting. When the statue of Saddam Hussein of Iraq was toppled you could see people 
beating it with training shoes to show their hatred of him. John is saying he is in a much more lowly position than his cousin 
Jesus. Describing himself in this way prepares us for what follows.  

John has been baptising with water in the Jordan as we read before, but he tells them that Jesus will baptise with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. The Holy Spirit being God’s presence and fire demonstrating his judgement. It is in this context that we 
see Jesus coming out of the water after his baptism, he is praying and then amazing things happen. The heavens open and 
the Holy Spirit appears as a dove. It is not a symbol of the Spirit but it is the Holy Spirit made visible in this form. Not only that 
but a voice is heard to say, addressing Jesus, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” These visions and 
words seen and heard by the people and witnessed by the Gospel writers show clearly that Jesus is being introduced and 
acknowledged by God, his Father and God, the Holy Spirit as Son and Saviour. Our Lord is shown to have authority and power.  

However the subsequent earthly ministry of Jesus that we shall recall in the scriptures as the weeks and months of the Church 
year unfold, reveals a new kind of Messiah. He is not to rule in an overbearing or dominant fashion. Instead he comes 
alongside people where they are with love, compassion and healing. He brings peace and acceptance to those who are 
struggling and outcast. He eventually at the Last Supper demeans himself, in the custom of the time by doing the lowliest 
task of washing the disciples feet. In the light of what I wrote above you see that the model of Messiah Jesus holds is one of 
service and loving care. As we again celebrate this Epiphany season as Jesus is shown forth to the world let us rejoice that we 
seek to be followers of the Servant King and pray that we can follow that example of service and love.  

Best wishes and prayers, 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


